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Scou�ng out Vintage Machines

Avoid – not worth the investment

Singer Touch & Sew – all models except 600 and 
603, those models have metal gears.  For all other 
models, nylon gears deteriorate and fail, and it is 
costly to replace.  Even if the gears seem to be 
intact and working, they will fail with �me.  Once 
gears are replaced, it is almost impossible to sell 
these machines because of their reputa�on.

Singer Athena, Futura, Touchtronic – these 
machines have nylon gears the deteriorate with 
�me and fail.  Some have electronics that are 
outdate and replacement parts are unavailable.

Singer Merri� and similar models -  Again, these 
machines are known for failing gears, but we also 
see consistent issues with the plas�c needle bar 
brace breaking, and the tension disc assembly 
also fails because of plas�c parts.  This includes all 
machines that look similar to this one.

There are other machines with failing gears, and 
we will cover that in another sec�on in this 
document.

It can be difficult to find even the
simplest of parts for these brands:

White
Riccar

Montgomery-Ward
JC Penney
EuroPro

It doesn’t mean that these are always 
bad machines, but I suggest doing a 
good examina�on of the machine for 
broken or missing parts, as finding 
parts for these machines can be 
impossible some�mes.

Where to find vintage machines:

•  Ask friends and family – people are always 
looking to get rid of things they don’t use, and 
some are burdened with old machines.
•  Facebook Marketplace – probably the most 
popular place to find them right now!
•  Goodwill Auc�on site – you can find many 
vintage machines here, but some�mes shipping 
is a gamble.
•  Ebay – there will always be an abundance of 
vintage machines here, just be sure the seller 
knows how to pack the machine for shipping 
properly.
•  Yard sales (my favorite!), estate sales, and 
auc�on houses.
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High Demand & Desired Machines

BERNINA

Bernina 730 Bernina 830 Bernina 930

SINGER

Singer 221 Singer 201 Singer 301

Singer 15 Singer 66 Singer 99

Singer 338 Singer 400 series Singer 500 series
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ELNA

Elna #1 Grasshopper Elna SU Elna Lotus

NECCHI

Necchi 130 Necchi Lelia Necchi BU

VIKING
The Viking 6000 series is a very popular machine, and I have many customers that would pay 
just about any cost to keep it going!  There are some important things to note about common 
issues with these machines, however.

The lubricant that the factory used hardens to a varnish eventually, and causes the mecha-
nisms inside to “freeze”.  This especially happens in the s�tch selector and bu�onholer 
mechansims.  

When acquiring one of these machines, first test the
knobs to see if they move freely.  If anything s�cks,
DO NOT force it, or you will damage beyond repair.

These machines can be fixed and saved, but it is costly
and must be done by someone specifically trained to
handle this model (and most modern dealers aren’t
trained for this).  The machine must be disassembled
and all the old lubricant soaked off, then reassembled
and all micro-se�ngs must be done to make the
machine sew properly.  In most cases, the camstack
gear must be replaced as well.
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KENMORE

There are thousands of Kenmore machines available, and for the most part, all are fantas-
�c machines.  This is just a very small sampling of Kenmore machines.

PFAFF

Pfaff 260 Pfaff 1222 Pfaff 130

Morse brand Brother brand New Home brand

Various Japanese-made machines
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Buying Machines & Having them Shipped

First, and this is really imporant, I highly recommend only buying machines through reputa-
ble services that will back you if things go wrong.  Personally, I am not a fan of buying ma-
chines that have to be shpped, because I see a lot of bad experiences (and farily, I do see a lot 
of good experiences, too.).

Goodwill and Ebay, and maybe a few select auction houses with a good reputation are prob-
ably the only places I buy machines. There are also some gurus in the Facebook that are 
known for restoring and selling machines, and I would trust them as well.

Goodwill is hit or miss, but they have really improved over the years from what I have 
observed.  They are aware of the issues when shipping machines, but I think there are more 
places to ship from, so you just don’t know.  The thing is, it seems like if they ship a machine 
and it arrives damaged, they will remiburse you for the full amount and you keep the ma-
chine.  Don’t hold me to that, that’s just what I’ve observed, I cannot speak for what may 
happen.

Ebay is kind of the same.... you really need to look at the pro�le of the seller, see if there any 
reviews saying they are good with packing and shipping or not.  And honestly, you probably 
just need to message them and ask.  Ask if they’ve shipped a sewing machine before, if they 
are aware of how easily they can be damaged in shipping.

One big clue?  If the shipping cost is extremely low (we’re talking like $4-5, and it doesn’t 
seem like this is the seller’s full time gig, I would question things.  For a sewing machine to be 
packed properly for shipping, you’re easily looking at $30-60 for shipping.  No seller is going 
to be willing to eat that kind of money if they are selling you a machine for less than a couple 
hundred dollars.

We will cover some shipping methods later, but in the meantime, the sewing machine should 
be shipped separately from it’s case, base, or lid if it has one.  Any cases or lids will be crushed 
and destroyed in shipping if it’s a heavier machine.

Also, the packing to stabilize the machine needs to be substantial.  Here’s my best advice:

1.  The machine should �t really snug in a box with padding.  it should be so snug that noth-
ing shifts or jiggles.  If the seller is going to take it to UPS or ANY shipping facility and have 
them pack it, you may as well cancel the sale, because it will not arrive safely.  Those places 
put the machine in a box with packing peanuts and tape it shut.  IT WILL ARRIVE DAMAGED.

2.  Inside the box, the machine should be padded to protect the external parts, such as the 

upper tension assembly, take up lever, external light and motor, etc.  Some kind of soft materi-
al like old towels or tshirts is good.  

3.  Then the walls of the box need to be padded.  Medium to thin, dense insulation sheets are 
cheap to �nd at Home Depot or Lowe’s and can be cut to �t ALL sides of the inside of the box.  
I wouldn’t go any thinner than 1/2” thick on the insulation.

4.  Pay for insurance if it’s an option.  The seller will have to do this, and they will regret it if 
they don’t in some cases.  

5.  If the machine arrives damaged, TAKE PICTURES IMMEDIATELY.  In fact, even if the package 
appears to be okay, I would take pictures of the entire process for documentation.  I would 
�rst contact the seller and alert them of the damage.  Take pictures of the packaging and what 
was usesd.  Make notes if it was packed snug, just thown in a box, etc.  Document everything.  
In some cases the seller will own the error and just o�er a refund, as it’s cheaper to cut their 
losses than it is to pay to have it sent back.  If the seller doesn’t respond or refuses to work 
with you, then you’ll need to escalate the claim to Ebay.  Ebay will ask for pictures and 
evidence of damage.  This is when it’s extremely helpful to have a record of emails you sent to 
the seller, asking about their knowledge when shipping sewing machines.

6.  One other thing that could happen is receiving a machine that isn’t destroyed, but did have 
some damage.  You might be able to make a deal with the seller so that they pay for the 
repairs of a machine instead of it being a complete loss.  You’ll need to take the machine to 
someone that is speci�cally knowledgeable in vintage machines to get an estimate, and then 
submit that to the seller.  Our shop has done this for a number of people over the years.  And, 
unfortuantely, there are times when we have to tell them that there aren’t any repair options, 
parts available, etc., but we do our best to help the customer have a satisfactory machine in 
the end.
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First, and this is really imporant, I highly recommend only buying machines through reputa-
ble services that will back you if things go wrong.  Personally, I am not a fan of buying ma-
chines that have to be shpped, because I see a lot of bad experiences (and farily, I do see a lot 
of good experiences, too.).

Goodwill and Ebay, and maybe a few select auction houses with a good reputation are prob-
ably the only places I buy machines. There are also some gurus in the Facebook that are 
known for restoring and selling machines, and I would trust them as well.

Goodwill is hit or miss, but they have really improved over the years from what I have 
observed.  They are aware of the issues when shipping machines, but I think there are more 
places to ship from, so you just don’t know.  The thing is, it seems like if they ship a machine 
and it arrives damaged, they will remiburse you for the full amount and you keep the ma-
chine.  Don’t hold me to that, that’s just what I’ve observed, I cannot speak for what may 
happen.

Ebay is kind of the same.... you really need to look at the pro�le of the seller, see if there any 
reviews saying they are good with packing and shipping or not.  And honestly, you probably 
just need to message them and ask.  Ask if they’ve shipped a sewing machine before, if they 
are aware of how easily they can be damaged in shipping.

One big clue?  If the shipping cost is extremely low (we’re talking like $4-5, and it doesn’t 
seem like this is the seller’s full time gig, I would question things.  For a sewing machine to be 
packed properly for shipping, you’re easily looking at $30-60 for shipping.  No seller is going 
to be willing to eat that kind of money if they are selling you a machine for less than a couple 
hundred dollars.

We will cover some shipping methods later, but in the meantime, the sewing machine should 
be shipped separately from it’s case, base, or lid if it has one.  Any cases or lids will be crushed 
and destroyed in shipping if it’s a heavier machine.

Also, the packing to stabilize the machine needs to be substantial.  Here’s my best advice:

1.  The machine should �t really snug in a box with padding.  it should be so snug that noth-
ing shifts or jiggles.  If the seller is going to take it to UPS or ANY shipping facility and have 
them pack it, you may as well cancel the sale, because it will not arrive safely.  Those places 
put the machine in a box with packing peanuts and tape it shut.  IT WILL ARRIVE DAMAGED.

2.  Inside the box, the machine should be padded to protect the external parts, such as the 

upper tension assembly, take up lever, external light and motor, etc.  Some kind of soft materi-
al like old towels or tshirts is good.  

3.  Then the walls of the box need to be padded.  Medium to thin, dense insulation sheets are 
cheap to �nd at Home Depot or Lowe’s and can be cut to �t ALL sides of the inside of the box.  
I wouldn’t go any thinner than 1/2” thick on the insulation.

4.  Pay for insurance if it’s an option.  The seller will have to do this, and they will regret it if 
they don’t in some cases.  

5.  If the machine arrives damaged, TAKE PICTURES IMMEDIATELY.  In fact, even if the package 
appears to be okay, I would take pictures of the entire process for documentation.  I would 
�rst contact the seller and alert them of the damage.  Take pictures of the packaging and what 
was usesd.  Make notes if it was packed snug, just thown in a box, etc.  Document everything.  
In some cases the seller will own the error and just o�er a refund, as it’s cheaper to cut their 
losses than it is to pay to have it sent back.  If the seller doesn’t respond or refuses to work 
with you, then you’ll need to escalate the claim to Ebay.  Ebay will ask for pictures and 
evidence of damage.  This is when it’s extremely helpful to have a record of emails you sent to 
the seller, asking about their knowledge when shipping sewing machines.

6.  One other thing that could happen is receiving a machine that isn’t destroyed, but did have 
some damage.  You might be able to make a deal with the seller so that they pay for the 
repairs of a machine instead of it being a complete loss.  You’ll need to take the machine to 
someone that is speci�cally knowledgeable in vintage machines to get an estimate, and then 
submit that to the seller.  Our shop has done this for a number of people over the years.  And, 
unfortuantely, there are times when we have to tell them that there aren’t any repair options, 
parts available, etc., but we do our best to help the customer have a satisfactory machine in 
the end.

Interested in learning to restore machines, or take care of the ones you
already have?  Maybe built a side business or retirment income?

Check out our comprehensive workshop at www.SewingDocAcademy.com!
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